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SESAC CONTINUED TO GROW DURING THE 1980s,

PARTICULARLY IN NASHVILLE, WHERE THE COMPANY MOVED

ITS HEADQUARTERS IN 1985.

The SESAC repertory grew substantially during the decade across all genres,

particularly in the areas of R&B/hip-hop, country, and rock. The purchase of

SESAC by Stephen Swid, Freddie Gershon, and Ira Smith in 1993 and the

subsequent signing of Bob Dylan and Neil Diamond marked the beginning of a

new era for the company.

SESAC FOCUSED ON TECHNOLOGY IN THE 1990s
WITH THE INTRODUCTION OF CUTTING EDGE TECHNOLOGY

IN PERFORMANCE DETECTION.
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Chip Davis (right) with SESAC’s Vincent Candilora.

80s Ladies - Dianne Petty served in Nashville as SESAC Vice President during the
‘80s, heading up the Writer/Publisher relations team. She signed K.T. Oslin, who
saw great success in the latter part of the decade. Oslin (left) is pictured with
Petty receiving one of her many performance plaques at the 1988 SESAC Awards.

(Far left) Pictured at the SESAC Awards in the late ‘80s are SESAC executives Bob
Thompson, Alice (Heinecke) Prager & Vincent Candilora

Pictured from left to right are Armando Lichtenberger
from SESAC Latina band La Mafia; former SESAC
President Bill Velez with then-SESAC Latina Director
Lynette Brehm; and La Mafia’s Oscar De La Rosa.
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IN THE NEW CENTURY, SESAC TURNED
ITS ATTENTION TO FILM AND TELEVISION
MUSIC,AFFILIATING SOME OF HOLLYWOOD’S
TOP COMPOSERS.
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SESAC’s Vice President, Writer/Publisher Relations Linda Lorence is pictured
with members of SESAC band Trapt.

SESAC affiliated hip-hop sensation Bow Wow (right) is shown
with 5-time SESAC Songwriter of the Year Bryan-Michael Cox.

SESAC executives from left to right: Co-chairman Ira Smith; Chairman/CEO Stephen Swid; President/COO Pat Collins; and Co-chairman Freddie Gershon.
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“SESAC? One word - INCREDIBLE! They have shown me so much about the business and the
importance of having FRIENDS in the game! SESAC, Happy 75th and may there be many more!”

- BRYAN-MICHAEL COX - R&B SONGWRITER/PRODUCER

“I came to Nashville to be a singer, and never really thought I'd be able to break into the world of
songwriters in this town - there are just so many greats. SESAC believed in me from day one, before
I even had a record deal. To have SESAC recognize me for my songwriting makes me incredibly proud.”

- JOE NICHOLS - COUNTRY ARTIST

“SESAC never fails to exceed our expectations.”

- TRAPT - ROCK BAND

“SESAC makes you feel like you are truly part of a family.”

- DEE SNIDER - TWISTED SISTER

“SESAC has exceeded all of my expectations 100 fold. At every level of their company
they provide immediate attention and results. I'm definitely with the right PRO!”

- BRETT PERRY - TELEVISION COMPOSER

“SESAC Latina definitely gives personal attention to each songwriter. As a songwriter,
I’m not just a number in their catalog, and I like that  warm human relationship.
The main thing is, they successfully watch over my public performance rights.”

- ALEKS SYNTEK - LATIN ARTIST/SONGWRITER

“Before I had a record deal or really had anything going on in the music
business, they were willing to take a risk on me when no other company
was. I’m very thankful and appreciative to everybody at SESAC.”

- BLAINE LARSEN - COUNTRY ARTIST

“After my first #1 at SESAC, I am even more convinced
I came to the right place. SESAC is the future for me.”

- RON HARBIN - SONGWRITER

“SESAC is not a place where calls are screened and questions
go unanswered or avoided - which is evidence of its sense
of strength and confidence. SESAC has an authentic,
enthusiastic communal vibe. It makes me feel good to know
that they are at least as excited about their jobs as I am about mine.”

- JON ERHLICH - TELEVISION COMPOSER

T H E  E V O L U T I O N  O F  T H E  S E S A C  L O G O  

“It has been my pleasure to be involved with SESAC during the last 10 years.
Congratulations to SESAC and all the good people there on your 75th Anniversary.”

- BOB DYLAN

“I have always longed to fly to the highest level, and when I signed with SESAC
Latina, I felt they could be the perfect wings to help me achieve such heights.
That’s what SESAC is to me: a group of artists that wishes to make a difference.” 

- SAAVEDRA - LATIN ARTIST/SONGWRITER

“Here’s to the swingingest society on their 75th!”

- PAUL SHAFFER - MUSIC DIRECTOR,

CBS LATE SHOW WITH DAVID LETTERMAN


